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A three-month sucpmairy of the production stnd 
programing activities of the Children's T'elevision Workshap, producer 
of Sesame Street and The Electric Company, is^prqsented. Special 
programing for the mentally retarded and for ethnic groups, ongoing 
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CAffLi: F>j:sAM}:sr new yoru: i rwx 7io-:>'a 'jf^-is ri<CA n6J6H 



TriP'liE OF CON'Tn!rrS' 



SES7v!-lE STfi:ET RESEiiKCH 

s^SAi'O:: OTffiET pr.ODUcriON 

TIE ELCCrPJC CCMPA!;Y ?a:SE?iFCH 
THT. ELECT'/UC COIlPAiri' PRODUCTIOK 
PU3L1C Al'LvaF:S 

COMi-yJl^ITY EDUCAVIO:: SERVICES 

PERSO^r.rEE ■ 

BUDGET 

CERTIFICATIOri 



MAJOR activji:e3 /v.iD .•.ccor'.r-LiSf-r-.^rrrs 



Researchers continued work on the Sesai-^ Street Curricalun^ Renorming Study . 
This study, currenrly ir>"the testing" stage , was designed to measure present 
competence level, of the Sesar,e Street" target audience with the Sesair^ Street 
curr.culun. The foliovirg s^^ges of the study were completed during the 
October-Dccorier craafter of 1975: 

\ u>-CO corporation of Washington, D.C., completed pretesting program 
with sample te.t iter.s. Pretest report completed and subrat.ed. 

2. SeGe.T.e Street researchers ret with u:;CO staff to select items for 
final verc.^o:. of the test* / 

3. Revisions of X^t items and artwork v.-ere com.pleted; test was printed. 

, SesriTC Street researcher Emily Findlay designed a coded data sheet 
-for teacJ^e/s to uae'in the administration of test items. 

b ScsaT- S-crect researchers traveled to U'ashington, D.C., to attend 
a to-toif .t:-?:n3rg r,fem.^n?r and to discusji data ^treatments with 
Lu:C0 sta^f. • * ' / 

6." Test c-.cl-rir.i3tra.tlon begun; at the time of this^report, it was about < 
half aorrplotcd. 

This study will be complettd during the first quarter of 1976. • ^ 
Sesar:e street , researchers designed and completed a program of formative 
'testing of program segments taped in «ew Mexico. These segments C.ere designed 
to give a- fresh, look to the progr;a.m and to focus on the emoJ:ions involved in 
entcriiSg r.ocial groups. An atte.mpt .as alsoj^ad'e to present a distinctive . 
culture, different from Sesame Street's usual inner-city culture, in a positive 
light. Kcr,c.archers performed touting to investigate children's attention to • 
and compr-^or..sio!i oC thofjc piocos. 
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' Rebearchers v.orked intensjvely v;ith Barbara Koiucki, a student of Dr. 
Abraham Tannenbaum of tiis Si^ccial EducaT:ion Department, Teachers College, 
Colmnbia University » Ms» Kolucki is under contrjact v;ith the Children's Tele- 
vision \;orkshop to develop a- taxonomy of educational objectives and television , 
trea-tmer-ts v;hich \;ill help researchers to order and eyaluate existing and new 
Sesa^Tie Street segments for their*usef ulness to mentally retarded children. 
The taxonomy has been 'developed and is now being revised and i^efined. 

Researchers conpi<ed data tb euaend the Sesame Street Pictureable Word List. 

This document mforas book editors, magazine feature creators, and others, how 

■ *' 

children character ir.tically label pictures of farailiar items. It is important 
to know, for examplev that in a feature rraant to teach the letter H, that most 
children will not spontaneously label a picture of a- horse as a "Doggy." 

The picturcable v;ord list was aiaendod with test results obtained from 
child testing pictures of items represent:! ng 130 simple words, 

A new staff of student interns was interviev/ed and selected for the Spring 

semester, 197G.' The students, affiliated \;ith colleges and universities in New 

York and New Jersey, will receive training in formative research .practices and 

methods, and will also be awarded academic credit by their host institutions. 

Sesame Street -resqarchers asseml^led a panel of exp^^ts to review segments 
f 

which have thus far been produced in the format of the Joseph P. Kennedy 
Foundation's Play to Grow activities. These segments model simple physical . 
activities for mentally retarded children to practice v;ith parents, teachers, 

siblings, or peers. T^p r>eyments , each introduced by a distinctive logo, are ^ 

1 

scheduled for presentation during the first tv;enty minutes of each Wednesday 

Sesame Street program. 

These .segments were reviewed ))y Mr, Herbert KraTc^cr and Ms. Jean Smith of 
the Joseph P. Ken;.cdy Foundation, by Mrs. Hebe Bernstein, Director of the New 
York City CIW) Program, Dr. Brickncr of the University of Miami, fhcse meetings 

yiold-d );rodur:tiun qui deli nes and additional Writer:^ notebook r,ugger;l:i ons for 

/' 

produeers to use in pro)>aring materia] s in the tuture. | 

• \ r 



Researcher:; continued the ongoing procer.c of review wliich is applied to 
scripts, anin'atxon storyboard^^. and the produc-tion videotaping process.' 

Researchers assembled data regarding a class of segiuents^f erred to as the 
"George's Fam" format.. Producers were advised regarding the workability of. 
this "format in the past, and a recommendation to produce further such segrr.ents 
v;as offered. 

Researchers met with Dr. Gerald Lesser, Head of CTW's Research Advisory 
Co..mittee,.-and with Jon Stone T Executive Producer Sesame Street, to discuss 
curriculur. additions and revisions for Sasame Street's eighth broadcast season. 



PIS sr.:-'- 1 '■ >AT ly.'. AC r I V IT I c s 

October 3, 1975: Sesam.e Street researchers presented a seminar ^merein 
Dr.. Ken O'Bryan and Tim Hodapp, researchers from the Ontario Institute of Edu- 
catidn, discussed results of their eye-movement research on Sesame Street 
problem-solving and clfiss i f ication segments. 

October 7, 1075: A resec^rcher discussed forraative "research methods with 

a* guest researcher fr?om India. 

October 7," 1975: A researcher met with Leslie Halliwell, Head of Granada 
•rv, one of . the in'leiiendent broadcasters in Britain. 

October 14, 1975: Mr. Kale, guest researcher from India, accompanied Sesa. 
Street Researchers to a research site to observe testing methods. 

October 16, 1975. Meeting between researchers and Dr. Charles Steinberg 
of Hunter Colle^je, to discuss the Sesame Street research internship program. 

October 17, 1975: Associate Director of Research visited Dr. Robert Liebe 
of Stony Hrook University to expfore new research methods and ongoing projects. 

.Ser;arue .S.xeet reM:arch.rs:,discu..sed proj.^.t. with several student and 
Eaculty v^^^^itor:, represchting various academic institutions. 



1 

November l^jlh: A Sesaj'ie Street resocirchor gave a presentation before 
an Education ceninar at Otony :^roc^.: 'Jniversity. 

November 20, 197S: AssociaJ:e Director met v/i:t"h Dr. Tony B^tes, Director 
of London's Open University. ^ ^ 

IToverpber 20, 1975: Associate Director met v/ith Ms. Diana Bander, producer 
of" a Brooklyn College Television special about learning disabilities-^:.^ 

December 4, 1975: Sesame Street researchers rr.e\: with a panel of experts in 
special education to review newly-produced Sesame, Street segments for mentally 

retarded children- 

Associate Director made a trip through New Ivngland to discuss research 

methods ard studies v;itl:: 

1. Dr. Glen Brickman, Motive Research Laboratory, Providence, Rhode Island 

2. Dr. Aimee Leifer and Ms. Barbara Flagg, Harvard Center for the Study of 
Education in Television 

^. Dr. Dan Ander-oi., Dr. Jenninqs Bryant, and Dr. Bernadette Nelson-Shapiro 
of the University of Massacnusetts 

"4. Dr. Robert Kriill, Rori^allaer Polytechnic Institute, and Dr. James V7att, 
Un^verrbitv' of Connecticut 

C/rNCR ACT ry J TIES ' . ^ 

International ; Associate Director screened c^egments from Sesamcstrasse • 
ProdOct^ Division : -Product testing and/or ireview v;as provided* for the 
follov/ing items: * " . ♦ . ^ 

1. Oscar Card Gajue 

2. ^ Four coloring books 
; 3. Memory Game • 

4. P'op-Up Bookr- rcre * s Cook i e Mom^r , Hesame Street Mother Goof->e)^ 

5; Bookniobile bookr; 

G. Friends Industries Sesame fitreet crafts 
* •/ 

7. Milton Inradlcy Puzv.lorj 
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8. Floor puzzles , ^ 

9. Big Bird Jack-In-the-Box 

10. Institutional Division filmotrips 

11. Sesame Street Pair GaiTie ^ 

As in the past, ongoing research was continued on the Sesarac Street Magazine. 

Corrmunitv Education Services ; Researchers helped to creatc-guidelines 
for producing the CES Se;;ame Street Activities Manual. Researchers continued 
to revicv; Sesame Street Program Highlights. ^ 



STATr utilizjlt io:; 

Ks. LaJ-iarian Hayes was promoted to Assistant Director, Sesame Street Research 

rUTUP-S ACTIVITIES PLAinX D 

1. Furfner curriculum development for Sesame Street's eighth broadcast sea-or 

2. Completion of Sesame" Street Curriculum Rcnornlng Study. 

3. completion and application of Barbara Kolucki's taxonomy. 

4. Formative research on selcctcd''nev/ Sesame Street 'segments produced for 

the seventh br9adca3t season. 

5. .Formative rcs<<&rch designed to investigate 'the effectiveness of existing 
Sesame Street segment* with merttally retarded children. Characteristic format ^ 
will be examined for thciV ability to ^licit attenti,on and comprehension from 
mentally retarded children. 



SESAME STRKET PRODUCTION 

MAJOR ACTIVITIES AV.D ACCOHPLISKMENTS 



The quarterly period of September through December 31, 1975, was. spent 
in the writing of scripts, casting, and the preparation of all productions 
elements for the second half (January-March) of the Sesair.e Street taping season 



FUTUPP. ApTIVITIKS PLANKl^P * 

April, remote taping of five Sesame Street shows will take place 



Darin 

in Louisiana in preparation for next season 
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TIffi KLr:CTRIC COMPAi;^' RESEARCH 



MAJOR ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The completion of a study of responses of preschoolers to The Electric Company 
A final report is due on January, 1976. The continuation of a project to do a 
content analysis of all The- Electric Company segments. Also the continuation of 
a project to investigate possibilities for teacher intervention to enhance the 
classroom effectiveness of The Electric Company. 



SIGNIFICANT E^/EMTS AITO FIl'TDINGS 

^ \ 

The initiation of an Eye-Movement research program in conjunction with Harvar< 

university. Initial projects to be conducted by The Electric Company including 
an evaluation of responses of preschoolers to The Electric Company and an evaluati- 
of .the visual responses of poor readers to The Electric Company v;ith and without 

... \ 

introduction of a "learning set" prior to viewing. 

The continuation of a Pre-school Transition Study. The data is being col- 
lected and analyzed. A final report will be completed by January, 1975. 



vpiSSEMINATION ACT CVTTTES 

A formal presentation of all eye-movement findings was prepared for delivery 

in Jajuiary of 1976. ' , 

A» "article entitled, "A Suggested Research Strategy" was publish'cd in the 

Journal of conri'inic-.t-ion, (1975) Vol. 25, No. 14. 



ERIC 
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A member of The Electric Company r.cscarch'Division served as cjuest^ldcturer. 
at Teachers College, Columbia Universdty , on the topic of research in children's ^ 

television. • 

A special presentation was made by The Electric Company Research Division 
/to Swedish delegates from National Television on the CTW model 'of Research. ^ - 

A member of The^Electric Company Division sat in at the oral defense of an _ \: 
OISE Student who- completed a dissertation on The Electric Company. 

A. proposal to explore the use of foreign language co-productions- for the 
teaching of foreign languages in the U.S. was developed with Hi ddlebury College ^ 

A member of The Electric Company Research Division presented a paper on ' ^ 
directions in Children's television at the National Association for the EducatiK:^ 
of young Children in Dallas, Texas on November, 1975. v 

An interview was given to Newsweek magazine on The Electric Company. 
The development of «T'ho Electric 'Company and its research was presented to » 
jenuie McKenzie,' DirectX of Research, for the AustrAlian Broadcasting Corporation 

duriiKj thin period, ^ ^ * ! 

„ The' proposal for the Spanish langur.qe version of The Electric Company for 



• possible co-productJon has been reworked during this period, 
/' BhTA COm?.CTION 



' A three-phased study of childrens' responses to the hujBor oh The Electric 
Company program was conducted. ^ 

An investigation of the appeal of characters and forraats used on The Electric 

Company is now in progress. 

Field testin.} of new animation techniq>ies i;or The Electric Company is also 
underway, tost-hoc data en reading achievement has been initiated in Alcoa, Tenn. 

11 ^ ^ 
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OTHER ACTIVT'i'IBS 

\ 



The ElcctiTic Company^Research Deparfancnt has participated in the development 
of fllmstrlp. by CTW and Guidance Associates for kindergarten throJ^gh 3rd g^.de. _ 
A systematic .chedule'for research production interaction in connection with 

. ^ T ■ - — — — — _ ^ 

Th(r^Ie^ tric com pany- magazliiu hat^been^-a^-ed. — — ^ 

plans Eor the developme-nt for bilingual in-sbhool materials based on both 
Sesame Street and The Electric Company 'have been confirmed. , 



The .Electric Co-pany Renearch Departmcn^t will play a major role in_a pre- 
sen^tation on , instructional television 'aeRA convention \in' San Francisco, in April, l! 

The Electric Company will also participate in the International Conference 
on Evaluation and Research^in Milton Keynes England, in April, 1976.^ 




MAJOR ACTWITIES A!CD ACCOMPLISMI^^ENTS ^ 

4 

From October 13 through Deceirbcr 19, the last half of the fifth season 

I 

was taped at the 'studio. * 

DTSSEniNATION ACTIVITIES 

Weekly studio production meet ir:gs"" and general production staff meetings 
relating to the taping of the show v;ere. held during this period. " ^ 

f ♦ 

DATA COLLECT 101^ ' . • 

■ .-~\ ■ . ■ , 

The Production Department is continuing to help the ^outside study on v/ays 
in which a specific teacher's role can be programm€.d into the series. 



TUPJ2 ACTIVITI^Spy\NKED J 



FUTUPJS 

The last half of the fifth season will be edited in February. Writer and 
general staff meetings beginning on the first of February will be held to dis- 
cuss the sixth Eeason . 
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PUBLIC T^FAIRS 



.MAJOR ACTIVITTES A::D ACCQMPLISirinNTS 



sesame Street en^arked upon its S9vcnth season with curriculum and production 
.innovations that include its first outdoor-based programs (in the Rocky Mountains) 
expcriir.ental prograiioning for mentally retarded children and educational contri- 
butions to the nation's bicentennial. 

The Electric Company entered its fifth season in this period and Public 
Affairs completed a press package and a five year historical suirarary of the 
Ewroject and distributed it to television and education editors and writers. 
The division also created and distributed to public television stations 'a -set of 
photographs of their use in bringing the 1^75-76 Electric Company season to the 
attention of educators, children and parents. 

Pu}>lic Affairs created and distributed- a "photo album" describing the first 
location videotaping of Sesam.e Street, as told through the eyes of Big Bird. This; 
featured thTcast visit among Spanish-speaking Air.ericans and Indians in Hew Mexico; 

A press package describing the new season ',s experimfents was also prepared 
and distributed to television and education editors and writers plus publico 
' broadcc^sting stations. Screenings were conducted for television and education 
writers in several cities and interviews arranged with the appropriate production 

and research personnel. 

Public Affairs disseminated inf orn.ation about Sesame Streef-s bicentennial- 
related episodes linking the prograia to official activities of the American Issue 
Forum (the only nationwide treatment of bicentennial themes devoted' strictly to 

prftr/Choolors) . 
I 
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^ .a^or nov, e.Jerinent .s the „.oduction and re=.a.c.> o£ -natori.ls for 
Jntany re..r.oa chiia«„ sh..,, .aih this season. Public MC.i.. worked 

with the research, production a„a oo..unity education divisions and the Kennedy 
.ounaation in caiiin, attention to thi. new cu=ricuiu„, inciudin, distribution 
of a story about the o>:peri»ent to specialised educational public'ations, ais- ^ 
tribution of a similar story in the general press- pac..,e_, ana photography to 

illustrate the new curriculum. 

sesa». street's visit to -:e„ Mexico resultea in its first ,ocation interactic 
with'spanish-spea-Uno- «..erica„s and Zunerican Indians. Buffy St. K.rie, the 
xnaian sin,er-co.posor, also Joinea the re^lar hosts this season and Public - 
.f fairs distributed photographs and a story 'about her to the general press as 
well as nuirerous Indian publ.lcations . 

,he description of t,. new e..peri»ents resulted in widespread co^.ntary 

and coverage. 

public Affairs al.o assisted -the Research Division in the graphic- aesi,„ 
ana printing requirements for a test boo., ana be.an wor.in, with that unit on 
a newsletter that will report on research finain,s at CTW. Xt also wor.ed with 
the research and advisory staff on respondin, to educators ana Journalists 
interested in leamin, «ore about a critical stuay of earlier stuaies of Sesame 
Street byjthe Educational Testing Service. 
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P^v...,r-T-rv r-i'^r.;..Tio-: service? 
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The Co.™„ity Education So.-vic.. Division (CES) is ohar,oa wit>/«>e 
.es,^r..i.iUtv ot r.ac.i„, out to initiate activities leaain, to the use 
c£ sesa.-. Street ar.a The Elect.io Company as a supplemental, resource in 
fonnal and informal settings. The Eollouin, description, are selected 
hi,hligv.ts Of CES activities during the October through Dece.*=er, 1973 
period. 



• ,esa,.e Street has erear>:ed upon e,peri„e^tal progra.:.ing designed 
to teach mentally retarded youngsteri. This new direction is an effort 
tc roach the country-s estimated si« nillion mentally retarded youngsters. 
' The target auditn'ce consists of children whose mental age approximate' s 
that of a three to five year old. The special seg,.,ents are based to a 
large extent on the "ra^ilies Play to Grow" progra, of the ao.eph P. 
Kennedy round.tion and include physical activities with some simple 
■ cognitive sUlls added. ' The Co»unity Education Services Division as ^ 
coordrnating a nationwide effort to alert parents and teach.rs to the 
„any possible applications of these p.ogrLs and encouraging post-view.ng 
learning reinforcements activities. _/ 

Xn the wenten, region, CES focused upon contacting the directors pf 
special education within ochools systems and utilizing the. as a f ocal . ^ 
p;,.nt cor the' distribution of material to teachers, parents and agon.xes 
conc..rned with mentally rutardcd children, . - _ 
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The follo-.dng school ovA "school Eclated orcjani:^tions arp coor^^rating 
Wth CE5 in this eBfort: ^\ 
Los Angeles Unified School Distcist \ 



Los Angeles Country Schools x \\ 



Coropton P\iD Lie ..Schools, i ^ 

v \ ■ ? 

• San Di.ego Public Schools 
California State D^artraent of Education 



. LOS Angoles County Departrr.ent of Parks and I^creation 

California State Fed^abi^if Council for Exception Children 
California /;:.-,Ociation for the Retarded ^ 
valley Instructional Television Association Sacrai^snto 

» ' i 

' KQED - TV of San Francisco 
Honolulu School District 
KCTz^ - TV of Seattle 
Seattle Public Schools 
Yakiuia Public Schools 
Spokane Public Schools 
Olymijia PvJ:^lic Schools 
Tuscon Public Schools 
' Las Vegas Public Schools 

• Through thee contacts and the dissemination of material to parents; 
teachers and others the CES Regional Coordinator ik ^uilding an audience . 
for the experimental progra.^.dn-g for mentally reta^d;d children. F^iowing 
this period of alerting and informing concerned ih^iduals and organizations, 
the CES coordinator will engage in a series of .or^^ps explaining the 
goair, of the curricula, and .suggested methods of roinforcing the content 
of the hroa.aca.t i.n the post-viewing situations. Th<. activities con- 
ducted hy tllcr.r; coordinator in' the wos^n. region .re illustrative of 
thr. efCortr; of ci;.': .staff in other area.-, .of J% countty • 
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The Cominunity Education Services Division in cooperation with the 
Universidad Boricua of Washington, D.C., an experimental post secondary 
inr.titution designed to serve people -of a Hispanic origin, conducted a 
ten week course for students, , parents, teachers and others, working with^ 
young Spanish .peaking children. This pilot project used Sesame Street 
and The Electric -Company to demonstrate the use of television as a sup- 
plementary educational resource, for Spanish speaking children. The 
curriculum included units on: 

An Understanding of Television 
Educational TV a.s a Learning Resource 
Parent Involvement in Using TV as a^ Learning Resource 
* ■ The Local Spanish Speaking Community and Early Childhood Education 
■ using Sesaiae Street and The Electric Company in the Hom.e or in Day_ 

i 

-eare Centers 

• Reinforceir.ent Acti^ivities with Children 
The bourse' was -structured^to -provide a mix of classroom lectures, 
discussions and practidal "hands on" experience working with children. 
Due to the enthusiastic response to this project, it is anticipated tehat , 
.the Universidad Boricua will repeat the course and conduct a similar 
•project through its affiliate in New York. 

• ■ The community Education Services' staff in cooperation with the 
Massachusetts Edupational Television Authority initiated the development 
of a reading bomic strit> to complement the basic reading skills taught 
on The Elcctri. Company.' The reading comic strip will appear in the Sunday 
comic'section of .the Boston ^lobe for thirty consecutive weeks, beginning 
in ^he early part of DecenJ^or l/75. The strip is, designed to motivate 
children to loarn barlic reading skills through a high interest comic strip 
Vu,in^The Electric Co^pa'ny characters and a "cnst of children .et in Boston 
and ourrounding locale f.>" . j g 
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The primary er.pharis; is upon activoly involving th^ children; parent 
participation that is encouracjcd Jihrouyh a brief weekly section of " 

teaching tip3 for parents. 

The staff mcr.hers in conjunction with the Bureau of Indian^ Affairs 
Schools serving, the Choctaw , tribe in Philadelphia, Mississippi developed 
a project utilizing Sesan.e Street' and The Electric Company. Workshops ^ 
v.-ere conducted for the pre-school staff and the K-3 staff. Both' staffs 
have enthusiasticc-lly adopted the use of CTW productions ae supplementary 
resources. The programs will be viev;ed on a daily basis by approximately 
50 preschoolers and 200 K-3 students. In the K-3 classrooms space has 
been set a^ide as an Electric Company activity area, 'as a follow up to 
this project, CES is conducting exploratory discussions with the tribal. 
^ chief at^out the use of The Electric Company as a resource for functionally 
illii-eratc adult tribe members. / 

Another elor.^ent of the CES outreach to Native Americans, vA^ a two 
day worKchop conducted for Indian Education Training, Inc., in Al- ^ _ 

burciuerque, Kew r'.exico. Indian Education^Training, Inc., is a n^n-profit 
organir.ation set up to provide educational services and information to 
Indiar. parent groups, Indian educators, teachers, school administrators, 
and tribal organizations. Tte participants in workshops were trainers 
employed by Indian Education. The trainers provided. services to the 
Navahoes and Pueblos in Arizona and New Mexico and other tribes in the ^ 
Southwest. The objective of the workshop was th B'^ip them with the 
information and r,kills nececsary to train other groups, in the use of 
CTV/ productions ao supplementary resources. 

The staUf n.enajer:; of the California office has developed a project 
with the State Motor Vehicle Bureau. The bureau provides child care 
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^ services for e.nloycos with pro.chool children. In order to broaden uhe 

O educational options available to the preschoolers, CES is promoting the 

use of Soseone Street as a supplementary rc-.ource with the staff of the 
Sacra,.ento Child Care Center. It is anticipated that this center will 
serve as a pilot site for the other centers on the Motor Vehic3e Bureau. 

• The Cohur.unity Education Services Division and ..erabers of the School ^ 
volunteer Service (SVS) , conducted two workshops for a total of three 

'hundred parents in .ow VorK City. ' The objective of the workshop, was 
to der.on.trate simple inexpensive activities that could be carried on at . 
home, to reinforce the educational goals of CTW productions. The.e 
workshop, crew out of a two day training session, conducted -for SVS staff . « 
the £irst quarter. The CES Regional Coordinator and national staff, 
indicated in the foregoing highlights of their activities continue to 
be the najor tec^.ical .resource for CTW to reach out directly to teachers, 
parents anc^ others involved in the education of preschoolers and^young . 
children in torrr.al and inforrr.al settings. ^ 

o 

diss::: ■.TrATiTjrjjvrrr/Jlil^i 

During the October through Decon>ber 1975 ^iriod, CES staff dis- 
si;a;ted infor..ation about CTW at conferences and exhibits with the 

• " r.A SncH^-utions interested in the range of services 
following agencies and insLituuion-. 

provided by CES: 

Confe'rences of the' Association of Puerto Rican School Workers ^C) ^ 

• - Ac-ion for Children's Television Fifth National Symposium on 
Children and Television (Atlanta, GeorgtaP 

Conf^-r^^nce of the North Carolina A^sociation for the Education of 
Young Children . (Winston Sa3,em, North Carolina) 

, -^n i-ho Teya-: Fo':ter Parent Association (Dallas, Texas) 
State Convention ox trie ic/.a.. i u..n-i- 

J 
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'coni^erence of the intorcultural Development Research 7.r>sociation 
on'he State of Education for Black Children and Youth .n Texas 
(Dallas, Texas) 

South Alabama State Fair (Montgomery, Alabama) 

Governor's Confer^ce on Education (Jackson, Mississippi) 

conference ^ the Alabama Federation of the Council for Ex- 
ceptional Children (Montgomery, Alabama) 

Convention-of the Arkansas_Association of. Teachers. (Little Rock, Ark 

conference of the California Federation of the Council for Ex- 
ceptional Children (San Diego, California)^ 

• cali£oxnia Junior State Convention (Los Angeles, California) 



STAFF UTILT'ZA-'I lOH 

During the period of October through December 1975, no new hires 
or terminations were done. ^ 
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FIHAMCIAL STATUS RERCRT 



\. PEOeRAL AGENCY AND ORGANIZATIONAL ELEMENT 

Departm ent of Health, E^iucatior. S Welfare, Off, of: 



3. NAME AND ADDRESS O^^ GRANTEE ORGAMlZATiON 

Children's Television Workshop 

One liir.ccin Plaza 

New York, New York 10023 



4. EMPLOYER JOENTIFICATION NO 

lf-2655731 



5. CHANTEE ACCOUNT NO. OR 
tOENTIFYiNG NO. 

S. S/TEC/76 



8. PROJECT PERIOD (Month, Day, Ycmt) 

FROM I V t I TO I 6 



I TO I 6 I 30 I 76 



fO. STATUS Z- ^ JNOS 



PROGRAMS - FUNCTIONS • ACTJVITIE 





Sesa^^e Street 


<2) 

The Electric Co. 


(3) 


I 


A. Totfll outl*^ s previously 
reported 


$1,744,700 


$2,908.90a 






b. Tots I prc^pr^rr. outl^iys Ihis 
period 


740,700 


586,300 




. ^— 


c. LESS' 

Prograrr. ir.Come credits 










« 

d. Net progTi-r outU>s thi"; period 


740,700 


, 586 -,300 






e» Total progra'n outtoys to date 


2V485,400 


3,495,200 






f. LESS. ^*on-Fcdf rn! shore of 
program oJtIii>s ^ 










g Tot«l Fed<rrd; shjre of program* 
outlays 










h. Total uftp^iti obli/z^tions 










i. LESS Noa-Fedcral shore of 
unpfiTid ab!i,:Jtions 










J, Ff drr^-^t^^'^'^^fT u^ipaid 

obligations 










k. Total Fedtffrfl shore of oul!o>s 
and unpa:d obUr.f^'*^"'* 










I. Tolol Federal funds authorized 










m* Unobligated bolnnce of 
Federal funds 




? 






1 1. INDIRECT £ XPENSE «. TYPE OF RATE (Mark box) 

* CD PROVISION AL (HI P'^^^ 

n PREOE T£ PJMINfD 071 FIXED S 


12. REMARKS (Attach mdditionat ahesta tt nccestaty) 

* To be determined. 

ft 

• 



b. RATE 



d. TOTAL AMOUNT 



BASE 



«. FEDERAL SHARE 



HFW.Ani T 



/ 



ERIC 



22i 



/ 



0V2 ^^o. af>-Ro»eo 





2. FEDERAL CRANT NO.OR OTHE^ IDENTIFYING NO. 

Pending 


6. FtNAL REPORT 

n YES 


7. BASIS OF REPORT' 
1 I CASH 

^ACCRUED EXPENDITURES 


9. REPORT PERIOD (Month. Dmyt Y»ar 

fromI 10 1 1 1 75 


TO- 1 12 1 31 1 75 



s 



$4,653,600 



-4 

1,327,000 

5,980,600 

580,600 
5,400,000 



5,400,00 

— f 



13. Cerfificoffon - » certify that to tht b»$l of my knowledge ond beii*f thit report is cofrect ond 
compUte ond fhor oil oufloyi ond onpoid obligotlon* art fof th« purpose ft foflh in th» 
gfonf owofd^ document* . / 


name![ title 
cJe, Harnett 


TELEPHONE 


AREA CODE 


NUMBER 

S95-3456 


EX-T. 

520 


siCNAT,aB£ OF^ authori/ed officTal ^ / 


DATE REPORT IS SUBMITTED 

1/21/76 
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THE NEW-YORK TIMES. TUESDAY. DECEMBETTTrmS 



TV; 'Sesame Street' Takes Some New Directions 



•Bicentennial Themes 
and Visits Are Used 



ERIC 



By JOHN J. O^CONNOR 
. Dodging the slings and ar- 
rows of suspicion automat- 
ically attracted by success, 
public tcif vision's 'IScsanie 
Street" ha3 raised* about S5- 
million for still another nev/ 
season. Tne seventh season, 
which began yesterday, v.ill 
add 130 hour-long \ideo* 
taped segments to the scries 
designed for preschool chil- 
dren. The p:ograms will be 
bror.dcast weekdays, usually 
in both mornai^js and after- 
noons, for 26 v/eeks. 

After gpttmg past th? al- 
phabet end basic numbccs, 
jj'here does a children's 
scries po for varietv? This 
reason *'Sesame Sticet" ven- 
tures forth in threo n^w di- 
rections. And the results are 
mixed. 

One innovation, which be- 
gins today, will 'atteni'p^to 
relate Bicentennial themes 
to occasional segments A 
tieWn with the American Is- 
r»uc«; Forum v/ill be used to 
explore nine subjects during 
the^ current year. However, 
tiC'ins with the Amrricon 
)5suc'<; l oruni can be trick v, 
as WNLT/13's "Our Story"' 
.^ieries h^vs discovered. The 
"les^^ons'* tend to be as la-* 
bored and about as valuaUe 
as those comic-book draw- 
ings stuffed with not-so- 
hiddcn images and refer- 
.ences. 

0 

fhc "Sesame Street" ap- 
proach b harmless enough, a 
sort of children's ver«;ion of 
w<ica\ "Of Thee IsSing.'* 
^day'.<? episode, Big^sBird 
r IVesident, proposing 
he White House into 
a }^ra irs^se, from which ho 
canNn;le wUhout fear of con- 
tradic^pn. But, as he is re- 
minded \by' oH^ of his con- 
stituents^^ThisSnation is wot 
just mad\ up-\of birds.' 
Lesson deliwcd. 

At IhC'^ndVf this 'month, 
from Dec. 22 to 26, the scries 
will leave the studio borders 
of Sesame Street to visit a 



Chicano family in the Rio 
Grande Valley of New Mexico. 
Using the real-life Romo 
family as the family of Luis, 
one of the regul^ serjes char- 
acters, the five episodes are 
filmed on location. Jon Stone, 
executive producer,! believes 
that. "by presenting children 
in the bettings where they 
live, we add realism and dra- 
matic impact to our goal of 
teaching about different cul- 
tures." 

Perhaps, but the "Sesame 
Street" format also gets a 
healthy injection of badly 
needed variety. The switch 
to a rural setting opens the 
way for introducing new 
characters and situations. 
Gordon learns how to niiik 
a cowv Big Bird make new 
fiiends in a chicken coop. 
7ne Spanish-speaking family 
and the Amencan Southv/est 
arc used most attractively. 

One of these shows fea- 
tures a trip to an Indian 
pueblo. The guide is the 
singer Buffy Sainte-Marie. 
who has composed several 



songs for the program. T)ie 
trip and bnef tour of Indian 
music and language are han- 
dled with skill and imagina- 
tion. Miss Sainte-iMarie will 
appear as a guest on other 
programs during this season, 
and "Sesame Street" is al- 
ready planning to take fur- 
ther trips out of the studio. 
It should. This one works 
beautifully. 

o • 

The third major new ele- 
ment in tiie scries this season 
is one on which the pro- 
ducers-are "moving very cau- 
tiously.'* This is a collection 
of special segments, to be 
presented eaeh Wednesday 
during the first 20 minutes 
of the l)rQgram, aimed at 
children with learning dis« 
abilities. Ba.';ed largely on re-, 
searoji developed by the Jos- 
eph P. Kennedy Foundation, 
the segments include physical 
activities mixed with "^some 
simple cogiiitive skills. 

There is no question that 
such efforts are laudable for 
television. With a target 



Special Segments Set 
* for the Retarded 

audience of youngsters whose 
mental ages approximate 3^ 
to 5 ^years old, "Sesame' 
Street is attempting to 
reach the country's six mil- 
lion mentally retarded chil- 
dren, for whom no special 
TV programming has b^cn 
designed so far. Using handi- 
capped children, the segments 
are limited to simple exer- 
cises, with a minimum of 
background elutter. 

Two problems, though, are 
immediately apparent. At 
home, such children will need 
the participation of a parent. 
And it is still difficult to^ 
anticipate how the normal 
viewer will react to the in- 
clusion of the special ma- 
terial. Only, time and the 
enormous research connected 
with any "Sesame Street" 
project will tell. Meantime, 
any work nn. this sensitive 
area demands encouragement. 




DETROIT, MICH. 
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A 'Mirsr' on J^c^^'^^HIl. 
Slrt'K". (Icbuls ifsTirw 

-ViTisun on Iho 2.')0 stations of 
Iho riibhc Broadcasting 
Service on Doc 1. is ox- 
pcnnientjal prour*ininiing 
(U'SJ^r^^'O to teach UMrnni[»j 
(Ijsablcd ywwnftstcrs A\hosc| 
iipcs approMmatc^Mo/ 
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sesame Srreer S^/l| 
Children's FavG^ite- 



BY THOM SHALES 

\97S. Los Anacf«s Timrv 
v/35hinoton Pcif Nev.s Service 

Washington - Big Bird 
runs for President on a 
plciiform of "bjrdsa?d for 
cveryt^fly" and kij>ses for 
ill! I>ahies. But when the 
portly y^lMw fowl wins the 
election. £?iKl Idarns that 
people expccXiiifn (o tohp 
tlioir probIcm\and not 
no loilerskatiiig. he is 
'N^i^sibly shziken, ^ 

Hneiin,'* hcV-jys. 
do an\lhii)K f 
. even if I'm bn 
lop*?'* . . \ 

> This lesWt f o r Prosi- 
donts as ^ well as children 
is included in the lecond 
epis'ode of the seventh 
year of *\Sosyme Street/' 
The ascent, of'^ird is 
one of several' features on 
Bicentennial themes .add'^d 
to this yearns show. 'JherR 
Will be olher new e fr^ 
nienls. For the first tifru*. 
the cast will leave myth- 



ie?l Sesame Street and hit 
^he road. Five shows were 
f^'ped in rural New A^exico 
and will be shown the 
week of Dee, 22-20. 




the broad • 

sUirtf.'d 111 I w 0 tcxas 
pn.sons\ where volunteer 
mm-Ues u.ll tutor chddien 
of oilier inmates, and in 
an Arkan.sas .workshop 
where English will be 
taught to young Vietna- 
mese refugees. 



Ih'ii document was processed for the ERIC Docunrlent Reproduction Service 
bV the ERIC Clooringhouse at StanfoVd. We are awaro that some pages probably 
wilj n^jt be readable m microfiche or in Hardcopy form. However, this Is the best 
available copy, and we feel that the document should not be withheld from 
frjterested rea"^ders on the basis of these unreadable pages alone. 
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WKAR-TV Highlights 




f "The MK't'nc Company* 
r rouiriK-d 10 U KAR TV. ( h. 
'Si, Michigan S?aie Universiiy*?; 
jHibhc lelcvision siaiion. Mon- 
cKiy Ihioupjj I riii:T\' a' 11 am. 
unh a rc|;tMi ai 5 .m) p , and 
Saturda>s ai U a ni and 11 
a in ^ 

Ihf uMurn of ilus pO[>u!ar 
stMH's from ihf Children's Tol- 
t'viMoii WoiLsiiop a direct 
M-^uh of pul)!ic CiHUrrhdiifms _ 
io \ ifv rr suppr»rn-(l C h. 2'i 
(liiou);h iho non-profit organi- 

AilKHl. People fot Pl|l)llC 
BnMdi .istin^i Duiin^', PPH s 
.M,ji<!i fund laisiM^: drive, con- 
^llln^l(^^vv^^ It* <isKed lo spoCtfy 
if iliey v\ani(<l tiwii doiuitions^ 
lo |',(> iiiw.ird a< <|oiMiitm of tins 
fie** 'I he <|0i s*tion j\MKMateJ 
umuh soppinl - \\i both do! 
wi^ and eotifusiastn — .thai 
(h l^i made ihr purchase of 
Hlns pr(»jMani .t hijih p'lioniy 
fi>i ihe IfJ/j tii Season 

\'iev\ers faniitiai unh ih<» 
Sf-rn s uiH nuhce. a fev; 
ch.tni'.i-s m the itvdin^ S'-nes. 
A 



6105,. r 




which is enierinp, ns fifth sea- 
son on the air There's a new 
Short Circus (the teen rock 
^•roup). increiised audience in- 
volvement and adventures and 
skits more ad.ipia})!e lo class- 
room use. A nev^ chaincier has- 
been 'added — Spiderman. a 
coniic nook sup'M hero fie 
doesn't talk on the piojtran) so 
Nieuers have to uMd v>hui he 
IS saunter thinknu: in the bal- 
loons over Ins head, much the 
they would read his 
thoughts m a comik book 

I'.sen vMih these chan^('s. 
the }:oal of the seiies ternains 
the same Ihe ina^or r*inpluisis 
IS still the tea( hini: of b.istc 
if^ad!!)^; skills to second 
tfiroo;:h rc)unh ^:i<u)('is 
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q ho cast of The Elec.ric Company f 
10 the new season- ihal prom.eic-d Monday of U s 
ek: (left lo r-glU) Ji.n Boyd as J. A, m" C n. 
^:o^.an Iret-nmn as hasy l<«.dcT; Hal e \ nuo., 
..s V-.lcne ihc L.branan; l.Uis Avalos as D . 
SkI V lUta Morcto as Pandora i1k< Hv.V, Slup 
1« as 1-arKO ^^^^l^'^'';:^'!,^^ 

Spidci Man. 
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This is iiret a sample of the many characters played 
Jy' he Jepenory cast wuh.n The iil-t.ic Cornn^^V 
formal, which uses enierl^>mmem as a ve. iUt f 
icachinc imporlanl readm^ skills. The half houi 
pror m. produeed Dy ihe Children's 1 c-h-vsu.n 
W,Mk hop. is seen twice each day and a^au .;n 
w<.ekends on most of the 2f/. member slal.ons of PIA 
(Public Broadcastin}- Service). 

Loyally The Electric Company can, be seen Mon- 
d w-l' nday at l) :iO a.ii and 5:30 pm and Saturday a. 
OamandllamGSaXG'i) 



The 



TV 



T\" Editor Ron Hutchison 



^Electric Company' Opens Season 

• The involvcmcni of kids in (he reading general approvaf of British teachers and 
lessons of Tlie Electric Company. " TV*s the press, the Brilish Broadcasting Cor po» 

ration tBBCV aired a number of Elecrtie 
Company programs in an experiment for 
the benefit of 10 -to 16-year-old problem 
readers 

In the United States (he series has had a 
measurable impact on its target audience 
. of 7- to 10-year olds according to a two 
vear study by the fCducationaiJesting Ser- 
vice of Princeton. N J The second part of 
the sliKiy. conducted in The Klectrie Com* 
punv s second season, revealed that many 
of the reading skills acquiied by youngs^ 
ters in their first \ear of viewing were still 
apparent a year Jater. 

A recently reached agreement between 
PBS nnd CTW provides for the airing of 
The tieclric Company through the 19W1 
biOculcast <Jeason Accoiding to David D 
Conncll. CTW vice presidcnl for produc- 
tion, the arrangement calls for two years 
of neu production followed by four yeans 
of altcinato repeats of thc?e shows Re- 
search ;ind outreach activiUcs related to 
the setk .> will be continued through all six 
\ears and research finriin^s at the end of 
that period Avili determine the future of 
the scries. 

Spidtf-Man. who debuted on the series 
\ti<\ .1 oar and cjuickly became a viewer fa- 
vunuv will be "moie readable ' in the 
fifth <oason. From the start the super.-h'^ro 
has only communicated Oirotigli comic 
book liki* speech and thought balloons tiiat . 
enc<^ age viewers to read Spider-Ma-t's 
sim ' •: sentences in order to follow hi.- 
ac*iU/ns. 



acclaimed reading 'series, lakes on added 
importance in the l975-7i> season as its 
U'cn rock group the •'Short Circus." with 
new members and new sounds, plays a 
.MW central role in encouraging in-school 
md at -home viewers to get turned on to 
•rading 

\Lso to he «icen in the series" fifth sea- 
•n. which opens ;oda\ will be some gen- 

• iiie grade school pupils taking part in a 
'lumber of ic^iching sequences and a 

* more rc'id.jbie' Spider-Man netting a 
\holc crop of ncv. arch-villains 

riie Kinnn aw ard-u inning series, prod- 
*Kcd h\ lliv Chi!dren'5 Television Work- 
'Oiop opens its <:ea^on on \\ .Ml'L-TV. Chan- 
nel 33 and WSWH-TV, Channel 9 Most of 
ihc membei stations air the half-fwur pro- 
crdfii twice daily, once during school 
h'Mii> for clis^room use and once ui late 
altcriioon for home-view mg and reinforce- 
inrM 

Woild-widf The Klcctric Company is 
h.nmg an increa'^inp impact. Great Brit- 

»n ihis \e,ir became the 17th English 
caking nation to adopt the series. To the 

i;H.r:;USiofl W. va. 
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HIS. .liKticc triumphs on "The Electric Company/'^s 
.^iiilehM.in. the popular cumir h«Kik hcio who now appears on the VV read- 
Y jfirs. nets a yilKim hamcd "Sandman" (Lm.s Avalqsi and shares his re- 
hlxlC with viewers through a "Uioughl balloon/* 



^8 
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JUSTICE TRIUMPHS-Spider - Mdn, the popular comic 
book hero who now appears on Vie TV reading series, 
"electric Company/' nets a villain named "Sandman" 
(Louis Avalos) and f hares his results with viewers through a 
'IhougjA balloon/ The scries in its fijlh season airs in the 
daytime at 5:30 p.m. over WMHT. - 



MOBILE, ALA'< 



JUSTICE TiaU:.:if'nS on "The Klncth - < -.,„. 
P'^iiy," as Sp-kier Mon. ibc pop«iai coi'.ic Ik.o 
- v/ho no'.v Jippcars oii t.'ic TV rcatlifig sorj-s. nch n 
villain named "Sandnian" (Luis Avalos) tind 
sJwres his results v/ilh viewers (hroufjli a 
. }im:>ht baUoon." His thought balloons fjive 
viewers the opportunity tofollow (he action for 
an enjoyable reading experience. In the stems' 
fifth season pfmierins Monday ;it 3:30 p.m. on 
Channel 42, the balloons will prow l.uacr on the 
screen in order to give the slowcjvt readers tne 
chance Uicy heed to read what .Spider Man, why 
is playftd by Danny Seagren, is sfivin/r 
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Buffy St. xMarie is u ^.ing ^^Sesarne Street'' 
to the Indians and a prominent Indian, 
herself, to Sesame Street. 

The versatile minstrel, arr :d with a 
mouth bow, original songs and a mission to 
present the '^Indian reality'' to a nationwide 
television viewing audience of young 
children, leads Big Bird and other Sesame 
Street characters to the 6G0-year-old Indian 
pueblo near Taos, N.M. this season. 

Buffy plays a key role in two ^'firsts'' for 
Sesame Street during 1975-76: the first 
creation of programs on location and thd 
first presentation of Indian culture" on the 
**streer' portions of the show. 
Vixxiiy's Sesame Street method is at cnce 
\ simple and complex; she composes and 
sings music that combines Indian jrhythm 
and English lyrics. **I want to get an Indian 
feelihg," she explains, **and at the same 
time I still want to be understandable to all 
children^who watch Sesame Street." 

A scene: Buffy -alongside a mountain 
\ stream with Sesame' Street's Maria (Sonia 
Jvlonzano) and a dozen Tewa Indian children. 
She teaches them her new composition, **rm 
An' Indian and Fm Real." They are clapping 
a 5puthv/est Indian rhythm but the words are 
X in English. 

- -To Ms! St. Marie, ''Indians are special and 
unique in many beautiful ways but are 
human like everyone else. So the trick is to 
combine the two f ealitie;5 on a child's level. 
These kids at the Taos Pueblo are real In- 
dians and real children so they help to make^ 
it easier." 

A critic once described Buffy as **an 
aboriginal original blessed with a rare 
^ ornmand of the powers that communicate. 
ti^>[er compositions and songs for Sesame 
™"^treet demonstrate that she wants to com- 



**The problem in many places is that kids 
have only heard of Indians in stories, and for 
them to see Indians and Indian children in 
their own homes on television establishes 
very gently the Indian reality. I want to 
reach all children and that's why I chose to 
combine Indian feeling with English lyrics." 

Ms. St. Marie and executive producer 
Stone began talking early in 1975 about how 
Sesamd Street, which is seen by an 
estimated nine million youngsters, could 
best approach its first presentation of native 
American Indians. They agreed that the 
programming should convey a .sense of 
feeling about Indians to non-Indian viewers- 
that would be understood and appreciated by 
both groups of youngsters. 

Ms: St. Marie, who devotes much of her 
time to correcting perjurious stereotypes 
about American Indians, describes her 
presence on Sesame Street as one effort to 
illustrate the uniqueness of India;i5 and the 
fact that they are human like everybody 
else. She says: ''Vm trying to do this gap 
bridging which is essential to American 
contemporary life, to huild> mutual un- 
derstanding on the level of charm." 

She is back in a New Yorlf TV studio with 
her guitar, her mouth bow -r and her charm. 
Instead of singing with Indian children in 
their homes, she^ is demonstrating Indian 
music and culture to the kids on Sesame 
Street — and playing '^'Buffy" as a regular 
guest host on the program.- 
'.She's making new friends there, too, in- • 
eluding the Muppets. One of them, the 
compulsive enumerator Count von .Count, 
helps solve the Cree. number .problem posed 
in New Mexico. The Count stopped counting 
at five, avoiding'humbers of more than two 
syllables in the Cree language. So on Sesame 



Larger role "for youth 



Special lo The Times 

NEW YORK - The 'involvement of 
youngsters in the reading lessons of 
^The Electric Compan>.* f*ablic TV'*s 
popuhir reading series, takes on added 
importance in the 197S-76 beason as ks 
teen rock group. "The Short Circus/' 
with new members and new sounds, 
plays a key role, in encouraging in- 
school and at home viewers "to get 
turned on to reading." 

Aho to be r>ecn in the fifth season/ 
opening Monday are some genuine 
grade sciwi pi^pil^ taking part in a 
number of teaching scquvr.ces and a 
"more readable" Spider-Man neitmg a 
whole crop of new arch-villians 

The Emmy-award winning series is 
produced t>y liie tnildfe»T s television 
Worksh^i) (CTWK Mo>t of 256'member 
public stations including Chs 24 and 2 
air the half-hour program 
twice daUy, once during school hours for 
cla.v^rooni u«*e *ind once in lute after- 
noon for home-viewing and rein- 
forcement 

World wide," "The Electric Com- 
pany" IS having an increasing impact. 

Great Britain this \ear became the 

• English speaking nation to adopt 
soric;. 

The general approval of British 
^ tcaclieis and the presj^. the Biiix^h 
Broadcasting Corpoiation (BHC) aired 
a number of. "Electric Company" 
progiams in an expenmept for the 
benefit of 10- to l6-Ye<ar-old problem 
* readers. The experiment will be 
rcpealerf next year 

In (tic US the series has had a 
measurable impact on its target 
audicnre of seven* to 10-year-olds ac- 
cording to a two year study by the 
Educational Testing Service of 
Princeton. N.J. 

The second part of the study, con* 
ducted in "The Electric Company's se- 
cond season, revealed that many of the 
reading skills acquired by youngsters 
in-their first year of viewrnj^vere still 
apparent a year later. 

A recetitly reached agreemcntj 
between Public TV network and CTW 
pro\ ides for the airing of "The Elecl.'ic 1 
Company" through the 1930*81 broad- [ 
cast season. , 
, Accoiding to David D. Conndl, CTW; 
vice president for pVoduction, the" 
arrangement calls for two years of new 
m followed by four years of 
ERIC^ repoals of Uiese shows. 
uB^tairch and outreach activUies> 



relates to tl]e series wiil be continued 
through all si.^ >cars and research fin- 
dings at the end of that period will 
determine the future; of the series. 

The Electric Company" research 
staff IS evahit^^ng all materials produc- 
ed m prev.o'u;> seasons in order to in- 
clude the mO)l effective elements in 
llie 260 progiams created for airing 
during: tlie ne:;t six years 

Spider-Man. who debuted on the 
series last ye^ir and quickly became a 
viewer fav^^ile. will be "more 
readable" in .)ie fifth season. 

Fvoi(\ the stiirt the ^^uper-hero has only 
comnninicalii)n thrc^u^^h comic book- 
like speech '^nd liiojght bclloons tliat 
encouiage v, ewers lo read Spider- 
Mans sirnpl,? sentences in order to 
follow his aci ions * " 

In an oxp^'rimenl Ihis season the 
balloon.^ will fixpand tu occup^ most of 
Ihc screen af,d become more readable 
and then dissolve back to the action 

*'Whnt we'ie doing," said Andrew B, 
Ferguson Jr , the series* producer, *'i5 
giving the k^ds at home and in the 
cla';sroom evrry chance toj;et involved 
with reading put words and sentences. 
In the ca.se of i)ie expsndmg balloons the 
balloons blo^k out^ potentially dis- 
tracting eienjents so'the viewers get a 
pure read!ng:»xpericnce. The complex- 
ity of the priqt used is of course geared 
to the slow rqaders who are the core of 
our target auiiience. 

The new "jJliorl Circus" is like the 
old "Short Qrcu^" in number only — 
five membafs/— but four of the 
youngsters aie new this year and new 
too IS the ijroup's central role in 
niothating viewers to acquire reading 
skills ' ^ 

"bur studt;s have shown us/* said 
Dr. Vivian }|ornor. series director of 
research. "t|iat viewers can become 
actively invojved in the program ~ ac- ^ 



tu^lly work out reading elements on 
p^per and in their heads — through par- 
ticipatory activities as long as we have 
believable kids on the screen taking 
part In other words kids relate best to 
kids and the 'Short Circus' will reflect 
this in season five. They will also act a3 
a youthful bridge between young 
viewers and the series' adult cast 
members. 

"The types of tnatenal the kids will 
be doing," Dr. Horner continued, "will 
reflect recognition of the fact that the 
series is used extensively in the 
nation's elementary schools. 'The Short 
Circus' members will be modeling 
more behavior, frequently in games and 
other activities familiar to viewers but 
provided with a twist that draws them 
into the reading process.*' 

"The Electric Company's" regular 
adult cast menTbers include Oscar-and 
Tony-winner Rita Moreno, familiar to 
"Electric Company" vieWs as Pan- 
dora (the brat), the movie director and 
the "Hey YouJGuys!" shouting Millie- 
lhe-Helper>; Hattie Winston, who was 
last season in the new role of Valerie the 
Librarian {girl friend of Easy Reader) 
and who continues llie Fox; Morgan 
Freeman, who has played the word- 
loving Easy ileadcr since the show first 
started (along with many other roles); 
and Luis Avalos^ who sets modern 
medicine back centyries as the Dr. 
Doolots and horticulture back an equal 
time span as Pedro of "Pedro's Plant 
Place." * 
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Co.-..:riicc: (rem r-is i5. 

c^,Vr ..-.ovDl.or.s .a tDfi r.e^T scn.cn. A v. 1 
< « into lln .XI 0:1 the B.ccntcnn.,.1, ,0i .n- 
s'Sncc, but 1.-. lis oNvn way. . 

r.nt includes B.r, Bird's cnmpn.^o 0. . . 
; a.t, with a ;>lc<iGO lo turn tne V... I. ..oi..c 

.0 t. b.HV.iou^c. Tncrc r. mfcvni.a,- . on 

-'^^■^l fo^.-nna .-.nUor..M d.nlogue or. U.S, 
1 K,no..iacr.i'' ir. . , _ 

' I lor cniUircn vv)lh iCJ.rr..";. 

; VV/;. -ounce :.0-r.^i-^ute ieatmc5 ccpe- 

;:^--.^i\\.c;"-i;;--snP's cue.. 3.. 

; rl',;,ir u.nlcu Slater, audience .o c 

'• 1 r.t'c'.iL-o'.'-rK. _ ' . . 

! 'o- iM nntio.-!s '-.roadcast tr.c on:,i...>i 

:v^;.rVa' vu.^'o:^- Several oth ers i.i.vc «•» 



■T-- Sc-r-ie" series - shoricr sosir-crns in 
U-;"nrlive ian^uar.e, rericcting local cuUurc 

V,cv.-crs :.t ho.nc nii^;u be ^V^^ H 
•TTual u:cs to wiiic:-. t.ne show i-V 
un 0 ;.ct this year is at fcdcrrl pr>::. . 

err/ fie'. ; personnel helped U-ain =7 ...rr...... / 

vio vc!u.i4rcd to tutor the ch.ldrc.i c..,- 

0,'rc.iderc. ■ .. ,. , 

V. -A,t c;..V..-(n have tsne.ucd f>c,.. 
lucc^nj. built arou.«l the .^^ncs ..•.(. ..-^ ' 

-, .V.t .r.i;;hl be helpful ui consioc, -j 
Liter c "cr ailc.naiives. 

\\\G:>ECT is a. Tort C...:;._vO. 
■;• .... re a Crv.' d.vis-.o.i r, J^'O'^'-o, • ";' 

'v;.,;:,.-;; Cor.imur.il;- College >o. l--^!? V.c......j.- 

cic .•c:i.:,:c children learn Z.^ush viu .b.-.-..- 
OirccL. 



c U.T.vrs.d.n'I norri(;ua u.se b3S.....v oii>... 
'0 ierc S,r..-.;s.vs,eakin<, st.denls o.".. o..y 
cr.rc ccMer pcrsonr.d how lo use tclcvib.on ..a 

^.di\:LUo.'..l tool. _ . 
- -o.^.i t;-.3re is to dsvo.op r. rri...ci y.-^ 
■ .v.:i-.'i;int ca.i be adapted in Sp^.-'S'i-r>..^>..-'v 
ccmmunilics orour.d tlie Ugitco States^ 



;:.d same CT\V t'.iviiio.i 
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